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ADVICES & QUERIES – QUAKER TESTIMONY 

 

31. We are called to live ‘in the virtue of that life and power that takes away the 
occasion of all wars’. Do you faithfully maintain our testimony that war and 
the preparation for war are inconsistent with the spirit of Christ? Search out 
whatever in your own way of life may contain the seeds of war. Stand firm in 
our testimony, even when others commit or prepare to commit acts of 
violence, yet always remember that they too are children of God. 

 

34. Remember your responsibilities as a citizen for the conduct of local, national, 
and international affairs. Do not shrink from the time and effort your 
involvement may demand. 

 

35. Respect the laws of the state but let your first loyalty be to God’s purposes. If 
you feel impelled by strong conviction to break the law, search your 
conscience deeply. Ask your meeting for the prayerful support which will give 
you strength as a right way becomes clear. 

 

37. Are you honest and truthful in all you say and do? Do you maintain strict 
integrity in business transactions and in your dealings with individuals and 
organisations? Do you use money and information entrusted to you with 
discretion and responsibility? Taking oaths implies a double standard of truth; 
in choosing to affirm instead, be aware of the claim to integrity that you are 
making. 

 

38. If pressure is brought upon you to lower your standard of integrity, are you 
prepared to resist it? Our responsibilities to God and our neighbour may 
involve us in taking unpopular stands. Do not let the desire to be sociable, or 
the fear of seeming peculiar, determine your decisions. 

 

39. Consider which of the ways to happiness offered by society are truly fulfilling 
and which are potentially corrupting and destructive. Be discriminating when 
choosing means of entertainment and information. Resist the desire to 
acquire possessions or income through unethical investment, speculation or 
games of chance. 

 

 



2 
 

41. Try to live simply. A simple lifestyle freely chosen is a source of strength. Do 
not be persuaded into buying what you do not need or cannot afford. Do you 
keep yourself informed about the effects your style of living is having on the 
global economy and environment? 

 

42. We do not own the world, and its riches are not ours to dispose of at will. 
Show a loving consideration for all creatures, and seek to maintain the beauty 
and variety of the world. Work to ensure that our increasing power over 
nature is used responsibly, with reverence for life. Rejoice in the splendour of 
God’s continuing creation. 
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