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Testimony in Quaker Faith and Practice 

 

19.33 For this I can say, I … joyfully entered prisons as palaces, telling mine enemies 

to hold me there as long as they could: and in the prisonhouse I sung praises to my 

God, and esteemed the bolts and locks put upon me as jewels, and in the Name of 

the eternal God I always got the victory, for they could keep me there no longer 

than the determined time of my God. If anyone has received any good or benefit 

through this vessel, called William Dewsbury, give God the glory; I’ll have none, I’ll 

have none, I’ll have none. 

William Dewsbury, 1688 

 

 

19.46 We are a people that follow after those things that make for peace, love and 

unity; it is our desire that others’ feet may walk in the same, and do deny and bear 

our testimony against all strife, and wars, and contentions that come from the lusts 

that war in the members, that war in the soul, which we wait for, and watch for in 

all people, and love and desire the good of all… Treason, treachery, and false dealing 

we do utterly deny; false dealing, surmising, or plotting against any creature upon 

the face of the earth, and speak the truth in plainness, and singleness of heart. 

Margaret Fell, 1660 

 

 

Our testimonies arise from our way of worship. Our way of worship evokes from 

deep within us at once an affirmation and a celebration, an affirmation of the reality 

of that Light which illumines the spiritual longing of humanity, and a celebration of 

the continual resurrection within us of the springs of hope and love; a sense that 

each of us is, if we will, a channel for a power that is both within us and beyond us. 

Lorna M Marsden, 1986 
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Ever since I first came among Friends, I was attracted to the testimonies as an ideal. 

I wanted to belong to a church which made the rejection of warfare a collective 

commitment and not just a personal option. I admired a simplicity, a devotion to 

equality, and a respect for others which reflected what I already knew of Christ. In a 

deceitful world I warmed to those who did not swear oaths and strove to tell the 

truth in all circumstances. But this was a beginning in the spiritual life. The seed that 

was sown in my mind and my politics struck root in my soul and my faith. 

The choice of the word ‘testimony’ is instructive. The testimonies are ways of 

behaving but are not ethical rules. They are matters of practice but imply doctrines. 

They refer to human society but are about God. Though often talked about they lack 

an authoritative formulation… 
 

A ‘testimony’ is a declaration of truth or fact… It is not an ejaculation, a way of 

letting off steam or baring one’s soul. It has a purpose, and that is to get other 

people to change, to turn to God. Such an enterprise, be it in words or by conduct 

and example, is in essence prophetic and evangelical. John Punshon, 1987 

 

24.11 The peace testimony is about deeds not creeds; not a form of words but a way 

of living. It is the cumulative lived witness of generations of Quakers… The peace 

testimony is not about being nice to people and living so that everyone likes us. It 

will remain a stumbling block and will itself cause conflict and disagreement. The 

peace testimony is a tough demand that we should not automatically accept the 

categories, definitions and priorities of the world. We look to the Spirit, rather than 

to prescriptive hypothetical statements. The peace testimony, today, is seen in what 

we do, severally and together, with our lives. We pray for the involvement of the 

Spirit with us, that we may work for a more just world. We need to train to wage 

peace. London Yearly Meeting, 1993 
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