
ADVICES & QUERIES – DISCERNMENT & DECISION-MAKING 

 

14. Are your meetings for church affairs held in a spirit of worship and in 
 dependence on the guidance of God? Remember that we do not seek a 
 majority decision nor even consensus. As we wait patiently for divine 
 guidance our experience is that the right way will open and we shall be led 
 into unity. 
 

15. Do you take part as often as you can in meetings for church affairs? Are you 
familiar enough with our church government to contribute to its disciplined 
processes? Do you consider difficult questions with an informed mind as well 
as a generous and loving spirit? Are you prepared to let your insights and 
personal wishes take their place alongside those of others or be set aside as 
the meeting seeks the right way forward? If you cannot attend, uphold the 
meeting prayerfully. 

 

17. Do you respect that of God in everyone though it may be expressed in 
unfamiliar ways or be difficult to discern? Each of us has a particular 
experience of God and each must find the way to be true to it. When words 
are strange or disturbing to you, try to sense where they come from and what 
has nourished the lives of others. Listen patiently and seek the truth which 
other people’s opinions may contain for you. Avoid hurtful criticism and 
provocative language. Do not allow the strength of your convictions to betray 
you into making statements or allegations that are unfair or untrue. Think it 
possible that you may be mistaken. 

 

26. Do you recognise the needs and gifts of each member of your family and 
household, not forgetting your own? Try to make your home a place of loving 
friendship and enjoyment, where all who live or visit may find the peace and 
refreshment of God’s presence. 

 

27. Live adventurously. When choices arise, do you take the way that offers the 
fullest opportunity for the use of your gifts in the service of God and the 
community? Let your life speak. When decisions have to be made, are you 
ready to join with others in seeking clearness, asking for God’s guidance and 
offering counsel to one another? 

 

28. Every stage of our lives offers fresh opportunities. Responding to divine 
guidance, try to discern the right time to undertake or relinquish 
responsibilities without undue pride or guilt. Attend to what love requires of 
you, which may not be great busyness. 
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